
Automated city is full of wealth and succes. 
A big part of the city consists of high rise 
buildings where the well of society lives with 
their unapologetic privilege. However reality 
learned us that when there’s a place for the 
ultimate money makers, there’s even more place 
for the underprivileged. Ironically the poor form 
the foundation for the wealthy. They literally 
build up on the roofs of these underprivileged, 
excluding them from their succes. The poor are 
put together like animals for the elite to look 
down at or in an other way, to look away from. The 
wealthy district has greenery, plazas, shopping 
malls, and everything is maintained by automated 
machinery. In contrast with the perfect side, 
the broke district looks even less attractive 
with its dark alleys, black markets and old 
technologies. The gab between these two societies 
is bigger than ever, leaving the poor literally 
in the dark.
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Automation city is a result of our research which 
started with a mind map of references. Diving in to 
this matter we asked ourselves where will automation in 
a city lead to? What kind of scenarios would this bring 
to a existing urban fabric and which conflicts could 
this produce? We gathered the references in to a mind 
map and grouped them by nature of the subject. While 
doing this we started making small speculative concept 
sketches which made connections in-between clusters. 
By doing this numerous of times these concept sketches 
became hybrids fusing our imagination with the gathered 
information. In this process of putting two hybrids next 
to each other a new one emerges. Using this mind map as 
a tool and combining these small hybrids a futuristic 
city arises, becoming a big hybrid on its own. This city 
is a result of repeated reflection and speculation. It 
doesn’t form a utopic nor a dystopic image but rather a 
heterotopia. The city is a hybrid of individual opinions 
which results in a unbiased representation of a city.
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In Automation City, the public center of the 
city will play a major role. Alis is a space 
where leisure is the main focus, as Robots will 
take over all jobs. Online you fill in some 
restrictions like duration, surface, activity 
and so on. Alis robots will create your space 
using modular structural elements. You can use 
this space during the time period ordered. When 
you are done occupying this space, the robots 
will reform the space to the needs of the next 
person who signed up for an Alis space. This way 
the public space will be optimally used and the 
housing can be reduced to only basic needs. 

- ALIS is a project by Kevin Saey

In todays world we see more and more spaces like 
factory typologies which are rather being designed 
for the machines that inhabit the space 24/7  
than for humans. In this hybrid we speculate on 
the topic of the automated building together with 
the issue of efficiency of space in the world. 
On top of the old fabric of the city AI driven 
machines stack people in container houses. They 
would store, sort and relocate humans as data in 
function of the bigger picture. A picture which 
humans fail to see because of being physically 
too vast and being influenced by money, client 
and the megalomania of humanity.
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As a result of building on top of the old city, it 
becomes a grim and dark world. In this underworld 
people can make their surroundings more liveable 
using augmented reality and virtual reality. Liam 
young even speculates that the wealthier you are 
the better the resolution of the surroundings 
and textures will be. The old buildings could 
be equipped with markers to map the augmented 
reality.

dark alley

Urban farming is an important aspect of 
Automation City. In this hybrid we speculate on 
the topics scarcity of space on global level and 
the sustainability and efficiency of farming. The 
people of automation city have a app on their phone 
on which they can order their fresh vegetables 
and fruit. This fruit isn’t harvested unripe to 
travel a long distance, ripening further without 
their beloved sun and then landing on the plate 
of a consumer. This app is part of a brain which 
controls limbs that extend over the whole city, 
making it work as one. It uses the lost spaces 
within a city like rooftops of buildings in use as 
well as structures which have no purpose anymore, 
like the New York highline and parks. The AI 
brain controls its scattered gardens by using 
sensors which collect real-time data on how far 
each plant is in there life cycle. Whenever the 
fruit is naturally ready it gets harvested by the 
robotic arms, the fingers of the brain. Drones 
continuously searching for ready deliveries pick 
up the package and brings it to its consumer. A 
fully automated well-oiled machine who provides 
the citizens of healthier food.

Urban farming

In the data bases underground, a micro climate 
gets created. The heat produced by the data base 
is heating up the central water network of the 
city. On top of the heated water, plantations 
are profiting from the warmth to grow fruits and 
vegetables. This whole idea is comparable with 
the advanced cooling system of a computer where 
liquid is used to transport heat. A symbiosis 
is formed between machine and plant where both 
optimize each other’s purposes and additional 
energy doesn’t get lost. In the city parks this 
idea gets visualized and machine and nature go 
hand in hand. The machines become part of the 
natural landscape and form the new sublime.

The Human Carwash concept goes hand in hand 
with the optimization of the public space.  As 
mentioned before the housing concept is reduced to 
only basic needs, which are washing and sleeping. 
It is based on people whose days are becoming a 
time based routine and can be programmed using 
a time schedule. You are brought back and forth 
to the city by a robot taxi which is programmed 
on your daily routine. Coming home you get a 
complete wash by the Washing Robot. When you 
are clean you can directly go to bed where you 
can enjoy your Bedroom, where augmented reality 
makes sure you get a good night of sleep. In the 
morning, The washing bot prepares you for your 
depart to the city. 

In acient times, humans were scared of the 
unknown factor of nature and they only started 
to embrace it when they could understand the 
unpredicitable. In the same way most people of 
the 21st century are scared of the unknown AI, 
technology, … Why shouldn’t we start to embrace 
it right now? As data towers are becoming more 
and more the identity of our time. In the past 
data was hidden underground and in closed white 
boxed buildings. In Automation City the data 
towers merge into the city landscape as cultural 
elements of today. The towers are visited in 
the same way as cathedrals were before and they 
even become cultural heritage of this era of 
automation. They are in fact the face of the 
city.
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3

4

5 - 7

8

9

10

11 12

13 - 14

15 - 16

17

18

19

20

21

22



Doom thinkers will likely have told you that 
in the future your job will be useless because 
of robots and automation. Causing you to panic 
because you think you’ll be useless in the future.
Well actually we’re here to tell you; don’t 
worry, you’ll be fine. Of course there will be 
more robots, and yes a lot of existing jobs will 
be automated in the future. But this doesn’t mean 
you won’t have a nice job. Science fiction movies 
showed us different visions of robots taking over 
the world. But the truth is that robots will 
need to be regulated and need to be maintained. 
Humans will always have the most important role, 
the role of the ruler. Robots will make our jobs 
go faster and less dangerous, what means we will 
have more time to learn and improve ourselves. 
Giving us the opportunity to be more free, robots 
could be the solution to a lot of our problems.
So remember; we won’t be replaced, robots will 
only extend our possibilities so we can move on 
and go ahead challenge ourselves with something 
new.

In automation city, privacy is gone. The safety 
of the whole city is guaranteed by a database 
and robots who have acces to all of the existing 
information about every citizen. Hereby they 
can foresee crimes and prevent them as much as 
possible. Of course also robots can make mistakes 
and crimes do happen. In that case they intervene 
with an army of robot cops who most definitely 
will make the city safe again.

Just like there always have been, now again there’s 
a hunt for power in the city. A battle to be the 
ruler. Using architecture as their propaganda or 
just to let the world see the rulers wealth. We’re 
currently in an evolution, one where data is the 
most valuable and powerful thing in the world. 
More valuable than money and even more powerful 
than every existing gouvernment. The biggest data 
owners these day are tech companies. They let us 
think we still own our data, but the moment you 
log in on a social media network, they practical 
own you. Thats why in automation city they will 
eventually take over the politics. If let’s say 
Marc Zuckerberg would run for presidency, the 
chances are high he would win. As the leader of 
a social media platform, he can use this as a 
tool to force his way up to the top. In the same 
way Trump proved us with his election, the power 
of social media is the way to the White House. 
Fortunately more humanity driven leaders like 
Elon Musk also participate in this tech and data-
based power tech-war. The average person becomes 
a pawn in the technological powered hunger game 
of today.
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